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the judgment of the Administrator the prop-
erty may later become necessary to any agen-
cy for official use, to the seizing agency to be 
retained in its custody. Thereafter, the Ad-
ministrator shall, within a reasonable time, 
order such agency to deliver the property to 
any other agency which requests and in his 
judgment should be given such property, or to 
dispose of it as otherwise provided by law, 

and if forfeiture thereof is decreed, the court 
shall, in the event that the property is not or-
dered by competent authority to be returned to 
any claimant, order delivery accordingly. All 
the property for which no such application is 
made shall be disposed of by the court in accord-
ance with law. 

(Aug. 27, 1935, ch. 740, title III, § 304, 49 Stat. 880; 
June 30, 1949, ch. 288, title I, § 102(a), 63 Stat. 380.) 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

Functions of Director of Bureau of Federal Supply 

transferred to Administrator of General Services and 

office of Director abolished by section 102(a) of act 

June 30, 1949, which is classified to section 752 of this 

title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

Transfer of functions by act June 30, 1949, effective 

July 1, 1949, see section 605 of act June 30, 1949, set out 

as an Effective Date note under section 471 of this title. 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in sections 304f, 304j, 304k, 

304l, 304m of this title; title 18 section 3668. 

§ 304j. Appropriation available for maintenance, 
etc., of abandoned and forfeited property, 
payment of liens and other charges 

The appropriation available to any agency for 
the purchase, hire, operation, maintenance, and 
repair of property of any kind shall be available 
for the payment of expenses of operation main-
tenance, and repair of property of the same kind 
received by it under any provision of sections 
304f to 304m of this title for official use; for the 
payment of any lien recognized and allowed pur-
suant to law, and for the payment of all moneys 
found to be due any person upon the duly au-
thorized remission or mitigation of any forfeit-
ure; and for reimbursement of other agencies as 
hereafter provided. The costs of hauling, trans-
porting, towing, and storage of such property 
shall be paid by the agency which has seized 
such property or to which it has been aban-
doned; and, if such property is later delivered to 
another agency for official use under sections 
304g to 304i of this title, the latter shall make 
reimbursement for all such costs incurred prior 
to the date of delivery to it of such property. 

(Aug. 27, 1935, ch. 740, title III, § 305, 49 Stat. 880.) 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in sections 304f, 304l, 304m 

of this title; title 18 section 3668. 

§ 304k. Retention or delivery of abandoned or 
forfeited property deemed sale with respect 
to informer’s fees and mitigation of forfeit-
ure 

Retention or delivery of forfeited or aban-
doned property under sections 304f to 304m of 

this title shall be regarded as the sale thereof 
for the purpose of laws providing for informer’s 
fees or remission or mitigation of any forfeiture. 
Any property so acquired when no longer needed 
for official use shall be disposed of in the same 
manner as other surplus property. 

(Aug. 27, 1935, ch. 740, title III, § 306, 49 Stat. 880.) 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in sections 304f, 304j, 304l, 

304m of this title; title 18 section 3668. 

§ 304l. Reports by agencies concerning aban-
doned or forfeited property; rules and regu-
lations 

The Administrator is authorized, with the ap-
proval of the Secretary of the Treasury, (1) to 
require any agency, from time to time, to make 
a report of all property abandoned to it or seized 
and the disposal thereof, and (2) to make such 
rules and regulations as may be necessary to 
carry out the provisions of sections 304f to 304m 
of this title. 

(Aug. 27, 1935, ch. 740, title III, § 307, 49 Stat. 880; 
June 30, 1949, ch. 288, title I, § 102(a), 63 Stat. 380.) 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

Functions of Director of Bureau of Federal Supply 

transferred to Administrator of General Services and 

office of Director abolished by section 102(a) of act 

June 30, 1949, which is classified to section 752 of this 

title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

Transfer of functions by act June 30, 1949, effective 

July 1, 1949, see section 605 of act June 30, 1949, set out 

as an Effective Date note under section 471 of this title. 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in sections 304f, 304j, 304k, 

304m of this title; title 18 section 3668. 

§ 304m. Effect on other laws; abandoned or for-
feited property excluded from allocation 

Nothing contained in sections 304f to 304m of 
this title shall be construed as repealing any 
other laws relating to the disposition of for-
feited or abandoned property, except such provi-
sions of such laws as are directly in conflict 
with any provisions of said sections. 

The following classes of property shall not be 
subject to allocation under sections 304g to 304i 
of this title, but shall be disposed of in the man-
ner otherwise provided by law: 

(1) arms or munitions of war included in sec-
tion 404 of title 22; 

(2) narcotic drugs, as defined in the Con-
trolled Substances Act [21 U.S.C. 801 et seq.]; 

(3) firearms, as defined in section 5845 of 
title 26; and 

(4) such other classes or kinds of property as 
the Administrator, with the approval of the 
Secretary of the Treasury, may deem in the 
public interest, and may by rules and regula-
tions provide. 

(Aug. 27, 1935, ch. 740, title III, § 308, 49 Stat. 880; 
June 30, 1949, ch. 288, title I, § 102(a), 63 Stat. 380; 
Oct. 27, 1970, Pub. L. 91–513, title III, § 1102(o), 84 
Stat. 1293.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Section 404 of title 22, referred to in par. (1), was re-

pealed by act Aug. 13, 1953, ch. 434, § 2, 67 Stat. 577. 
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The Controlled Substances Act, referred to in par. (2), 

is title II of Pub. L. 91–513, Oct. 27, 1970, 84 Stat. 1242, 

as amended, which is classified principally to sub-

chapter I (§ 801 et seq.) of chapter 13 of Title 21, Food 

and Drugs. For complete classification of this Act to 

the Code, see Short Title note set out under section 801 

of Title 21 and Tables. 

CODIFICATION 

In par. (3), ‘‘section 5845 of title 26’’ substituted for 

‘‘section 2733 of title 26’’ on authority of section 7852(b) 

of Title 26, Internal Revenue Code, which provides that 

a reference in other laws to the Internal Revenue Code 

of 1939 is deemed a reference to corresponding provision 

of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986. 

AMENDMENTS 

1970—Pub. L. 91–513 substituted ‘‘the Controlled Sub-

stances Act’’ for ‘‘section 171 of title 21’’ in definition 

of narcotic drugs. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1970 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 91–513 effective on first day of 

seventh calendar month that begins after the day im-

mediately preceding the date of enactment of Pub. L. 

91–513, which was approved on Oct. 27, 1970, see section 

1105(a) of Pub. L. 91–513, set out as an Effective Date 

note under section 951 of Title 21, Food and Drugs. 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

Functions of Director of Bureau of Federal Supply 

transferred to Administrator of General Services and 

office of Director abolished by section 102(a) of act 

June 30, 1949, which is classified to section 752 of this 

title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

Transfer of functions by act June 30, 1949, effective 

July 1, 1949, see section 605 of act June 30, 1949, set out 

as an Effective Date note under section 471 of this title. 

SAVINGS PROVISION 

Prosecutions for any violation of law occurring, and 

civil seizures or forfeitures and injunctive proceedings 

commenced, prior to the effective date of amendment 

of this section by section 1102 of Pub. L. 91–513 not to 

be affected or abated by reason thereof, see section 1103 

of Pub. L. 91–513, set out as a note under section 171 of 

Title 21, Food and Drugs. 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in sections 304f, 304j, 304k, 

304l of this title; title 18 section 3668. 

§ 305. Power to obtain releases 

Whenever any lands have been or shall be con-
veyed to individuals or officers, for the use or 
benefit of the United States, the President is au-
thorized to obtain from such person a release of 
his interest to the United States. 

(R.S. § 3752.) 

CODIFICATION 

R.S. § 3752 derived from act Apr. 28, 1828, ch. 41, § 3, 4 

Stat. 264. 

§ 306. Release of lands in certain cases 

In cases where real estate has become the 
property of the United States, by conveyance, 
extent, or otherwise, in payment of a debt, and 
such debt is afterward fully paid in money, and 
the same has been received by the United 
States, the Administrator of General Services 
may release by deed or otherwise convey the 

same real estate to the debtor from whom it was 
taken, if he is living, or, if such debtor is dead, 
to his heirs or devisees, or such person as they 
may appoint: Provided, That this section shall 
not apply to real estate so acquired by the 
United States in payment of any debt arising 
under the internal-revenue laws. 

(R.S. § 3751; May 10, 1934, ch. 277, § 512(b), 48 Stat. 
759; June 2, 1965, Pub. L. 89–30, § 3, 79 Stat. 119.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The internal revenue laws, referred to in text, are 

classified generally to Title 26, Internal Revenue Code. 

CODIFICATION 

R.S. § 3751 derived from acts May 29, 1830, ch. 153, § 1, 

4 Stat. 414; Mar. 2, 1867, ch. 169, § 4, 14 Stat. 472. 

AMENDMENTS 

1965—Pub. L. 89–30 substituted ‘‘Administrator of 

General Services’’ for ‘‘General Counsel for the Depart-

ment of the Treasury’’. 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

For transfer of functions of other officers, employees, 

and agencies of Department of the Treasury, with cer-

tain exceptions, to Secretary of the Treasury with 

power to delegate, see Reorg. Plan No. 26 of 1950, §§ 1, 2, 

eff. July 31, 1950, 15 F.R. 4935, 64 Stat. 1280, 1281, set out 

in the Appendix to Title 5, Government Organization 

and Employees. Functions of Coast Guard and Com-

mandant of Coast Guard excepted from transfer when 

Coast Guard is operating as part of Navy under sections 

1 and 3 of Title 14, Coast Guard. 

Act May 10, 1934, abolished offices of General Counsel 

and Assistant General Counsel for Bureau of Internal 

Revenue and offices of Solicitor and Assistant Solicitor 

of Treasury, and transferred powers, duties, and func-

tions thereof to General Counsel for Department of the 

Treasury. 

§ 307. Omitted 

CODIFICATION 

Section, acts May 7, 1822, ch. 96, § 3, 3 Stat. 692; July 

1, 1879, ch. 62, 21 Stat. 47; Mar. 3, 1921, ch. 123, 41 Stat. 

1251, provided for issuance of deeds for land in city of 

Washington, D.C., sold under section 2 of act May 7, 

1822. 

§ 308. Releasing property from attachment 

Whenever any property owned or held by the 
United States, or in which the United States has 
or claims an interest, shall, in any judicial pro-
ceeding under the laws of any State, district, or 
territory, be seized, arrested, attached, or held 
for the security or satisfaction of any claim 
made against such property, the Attorney Gen-
eral, in his discretion, may direct the United 
States Attorney for the district in which the 
property is located, to cause a stipulation to be 
entered into for the discharge of such property 
from such seizure, arrest, attachment, or pro-
ceeding, to the effect that upon such discharge, 
the person asserting the claim against such 
property shall become entitled to all the bene-
fits of this section and section 309 of this title. 
Nothing herein contained shall, however, be con-
sidered as recognizing or conceding any right to 
enforce by seizure, arrest, attachment, or any 
judicial process, any claim against any property 
of the United States, or against any property 
held, owned, or employed by the United States, 
or by any department thereof, for any public 
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